[Management of a retroperitoneal paraganglioma].
Paragangliomas are rare tumors arising from extraadrenal chromaffin cells. We report a 43-year-old man who presented with abdominal pain. An abdominal computed tomography scan revealed a large retroperitoneal mass. During an endoscopic biopsy of this tumor, the patient experienced marked hemodynamic fluctuations with tachycardia and high blood pressure, and an extraadrenal pheochromocytoma was suspected. Measurements of plasma and urinary catecholamines and urinary total metanephrines ruled in the diagnosis. Echocardiography disclosed acute myocardial dysfunction that returned to normal after surgical resection of the paraganglioma. This report also underlines the importance of the anesthetic preparation and monitoring around the surgical procedure and the need of a long-term follow-up to detect malignant paraganglioma in the absence of histological criteria of benign tumor.